A phase 2 study with epirubicin as second-line treatment of patients with advanced epithelial ovarian cancer.
Thirty-six patients with advanced epithelial ovarian cancer received epirubicin as second-line therapy after primary treatment with carboplatin and cyclophosphamide. Thirty-four patients were evaluatable for response, 36 for toxicity. There were 9 responses (response rate 26.4%, 95% CI = 12.9-44.4), 2 complete and 7 partial. Median duration of response was 149 days (range 42-183); 4 patients with partial remission are still on study. Toxicity consisted of fatal cardiac failure and paravenous injection (1 patient), fatal leukopenia and sepsis (1 patient), and severe loss of appetite, nausea and vomiting, fatigue, and general malaise in 3 patients. Platelet nadir grade 4 (WHO) was observed in 2 patients while leukocyte nadir grade 4 was seen in 3 patients. The present study showed a high response rate from standard-dose epirubicin. Toxicity was acceptable in most patients, but 2 patients died from treatment complications which gives a treatment-related mortality rate of 6%. Response was primarily seen in patients with minor tumor load and in good general condition.